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AcesUP! 2017 Raises $100,000

Back in 2007, the idea of hosting a charity poker tournament 
originated as a means to raise additional funding to provide vital 
programming to support our students. Since then we have raised 
more than $850K for Urban Prep through the events. 

Aces UP! 2017, Urban Prep’s 11th Annual Charity Poker 
Tournament,  was held on Thursday, November 30th at The 
Chicago Sports  Museum. With hundreds of players and 
spectators filling the place, and enjoying a world class buffet and 
open-bar, excitement  and competition were at an all-time high. 

Hosts Alexi Giannoulias, Richard Roeper, Chris Zorich and Urban 
Prep founder & CEO Tim King were back at it, adding extra energy 
to the night’s fun. Per usual, participating celebrities were marked 
men and women as bounty prizes were awarded to players for 
knocking them out of the tournament. These “Celebrity Bounties” 
fought as hard as they could, but ultimately surrendered their 
poker chips – and medals – to deserving competitors.

For the guests who weren’t trying their hands at poker, we  
added two new game tables to the mix: Blackjack and Roulette. 
Participants in these table games were allowed to cash their chips 
in for entrance into the Aces UP! 2017 raffle. The prizes included 
Chicago Bulls game tickets, certificates to Lettuce Entertain You 
restaurants, a $500 gift card and limited edition Nike basketball 
shoes designed specifically for Urban Prep. This year was record 
setting for the most raffle tickets sold in Aces UP! history. 

As you know, it has always been an Aces UP! tradition to offer 
“Tie-it-UP” re-buys to players. Tie-it-UP gave players the 
opportunity  to increase their chip stack and receive a red and gold 
striped Urban Prep tie, which is given to our seniors 
ceremoniously upon college admission. 

There was additional pressure for the eight players who made it  
to the tournament’s final table, which was broadcast live online  
by Windy CIty Poker (and will air on Comcast SportsNet in  
2018). They battled tirelessly for a piece of the prize pool valued  
at over $10,000. When the dust settled, Aces UP! 2017 champion  
Matt Perno was the last standing, claiming the coveted  
“ChampionCHIP” and earning a place on the golden Aces UP! 
Championship Trophy. Thanks to all of our players, spectators and 
sponsors for making our 11th annual Aces UP! a special one and 
going “all-in” to support Urban Prep!

Pictures from Aces UP! 2017 can be viewed at 
http://we-b.lv/AcesUP2017Photos.



AcesUP! 2017 Sponsors

Pocket Rocket Sponsor 

AmericanEagle.com

Big Slick Sponsors 

CS Insurance Strategies 

Chicago Sports Museum 

Haray Caray’s 7th Inning Stretch Restaurant & Sports Bar

Suited Connectors Sponsors 

BNY Mellon Wealth Management 

Comcast SportsNet Chicago 

Lettuce Entertain You Restaurants 

Windy City Poker Championship

Aces UP! 2017 Tournament Final Table/Winners

Matt Perno (1st Place)

Ameet Sachdev (2nd Place)

Teddy Greenstein (3rd Place)

Danny Kourouklis (4th Place)

Daniel Tully (5th Place)

Scott Tausk (6th Place)

Greg Labonar (7th Place)

Jim Witz (8th Place)

Aces UP! 2017 Raffle Prize Winners

Carly Callahan-Bristol – Chicago Bulls Tickets 

William O’Hara, Sr. – Lettuce Entertain You Dining Package

Kevin Shaw – Urban Prep Shoes

Jared Von Halle – $500 Visa Gift Card

AcesUP! 2017 Celebrity Participants

Jerry Azumah All Pro Chicago Bear

Roe Conn Host, WGN Radio

D.C. Crenshaw Publisher, Fete Lifestyle Magazine

Anna Davlantes Co-Host, WGN Radio

Hon. John Fritchey Cook County Commissioner 

Alexi Giannoulias Former Treasurer for the State of Illinois; 
Sr. Director, BNY Wealth Management

Jaslene Gonzalez Winner, America’s Next Top Model

Teddy Greenstein Sports Columnist, Chicago Tribune

Jake Hamilton Entertainment Reporter, FOX 32 News

Ben Ponzio World Champion Bracelet Winner, World Series of Poker

Dan Proft Anchor/Reporter, WMAQ

Michelle Relerford Anchor/Reporter, WMAQ

Richard Roeper Film Critic, Author & Media Personality

Chris Zorich Former Chicago Bear; Athletic Director, Prairie State College

URBAN PREP ACADEMIES

Urban Prep Charter Academy For Young Men

Bronzeville Campus  •  Englewood Campus  •  West Campus

420 North Wabash  •  Suite 300
Chicago, Illinois  60611

p 312.276.0259    f 312.755.1050

www.urbanprep.org

WE BELIEVE.




